Text Levels: J-M

Third Grade Reader Development

Text Levels: N-P

Text Levels: Q and above

Transitional Reader Skills (End of 2"d Grade Goal)

___Reads with automaticity a large number of sight
words, most single-syllable words with common vowel
patterns, and familiar multi-syllabic words

____Uses visual cues, sentence structure, and meaning
as strategies to figure out unknown words with complex
vowel patterns, inflected endings, prefixes & suffixes,
and uncommon multisyllabic words independently

Monitors for, and corrects, meaning, structure, and
visual errors independently to ensure text
comprehension

____ Determines meaning of unknown vocabulary
through context clues, prefixes & suffixes, root words,
and compound words

____Retells stories using story structure and main ideas
with key details

____Asks and answers a variety of questions (key
details, inferences, evaluative, vocabulary, character
analysis/text features) to demonstrate understanding of
key details or story elements

Compares and contrasts details/elements and
versions of literature or informational text

__Reads with prosody, which includes phrasing,
expression, intonation, rhythm, and attention to
punctuation

____Reads at the appropriate speed for comprehension
and text interaction

____Reads silently over a sustained time period with
longer texts

____Reads accurately, with understanding, a later level
transitional text (Text Level M)

Comments:

Fluent Reader Skills (End of 37 Grade Goal)

__Quickly self-corrects decoding errors using story
meaning and parts of words

____Uses phrasing, expression, intonation, and
punctuation effectively and consistently during oral
reading

____Responds to texts more deeply in order to point
out things that make a text unique, valuable, or
surprising

___Expands vocabulary and utilizes strategies
(including word parts) to gain vocabulary knowledge
while reading

____ldentifies the point-of-view of a text including
those of characters and authors

____Understands both literal and nonliteral (figurative)
language as it is used in texts to enhance
comprehension

__ Monitors comprehension in order to make
inferences, summarize, draw conclusions, analyze
relationships between characters & ideas, and
evaluate author’s purpose

Uses reading as a way to access new learning

____Uses the text as a resource to support claims or
answer questions that could include inferences,
evaluation, key details, vocabulary, and character
analysis/text features

____Maintains stamina throughout the reading of
chapter books and longer texts

____Reads accurately, with understanding, an early
level fluent text (Text Level P)

Fluent readers continue to develop as text
complexity and stamina increase. Text
characteristics that readers must navigate and
comprehend include:

Literature: Complex plot & setting including
flashbacks, foreshadowing, multiple problems,
unfamiliar/foreign places, sub-plots, internal
struggles/challenges for characters

Characters have positive and negative traits, powerful
supporting characters, protagonists and antagonists,
changes in characters that affect the overall theme

Language includes challenging words, figurative
language, time or location-specific words, metaphors,
similes, and vocabulary that ‘makes or breaks’
comprehension

Themes can address social or personal issues,
symbolism is evident, readers must have an emotional
maturity to have compassion towards complex societal
themes

Informational: Main ideas become multi-layered and
include contrasting perspectives, topics are covered in
depth and detail, and there may be several main ideas
in one text

Key details become more abstract concepts with
longer, more complex sentences and a significant
amount of text to support ideas

Vocabulary is extremely specific/technical and only the
most challenging words will be supported with a
glossary or within context, new vocabulary can be
found within text as well as in text features

Text features no longer just enhance main content but
instead provide their own subtopics or subsections
from which readers also must gain understanding




Characteristics of Text at Transitional and Fluent Levels

Transitional Text Characteristics

Beginning TRANSITIONAL example:

60-100 pages of text

Multiple non-fiction text structures

Plots and characters that may be unfamiliar
Complex sentences
Long stretches of text with no picture
support
Variety of words to assign dialogue
Some figurative language

N

Andy and Granny Webb decided
to see how the caterpillar liked his
new home in the science center
Dolores Starbuckle wandered over.
(o,

1l be the teacher,” said Dolores,
pointing to a picturc on the wall
“What is this, Granny Webb?"

*I believe that that is a Musca
domestica. Dolores,” said Granny
“Wrong," said Dolores. “This is a

picture of a housefly.”

Later TRANSITIONAL example:

Most content carried by print instead of pictures
Some abstract themes
Multiple points of view of characters
Multiple characters
New vocabulary and content-specific words

“Presidents’ Day means you see flags.” “Yes, yes, and yes," his teacher said.
“But I still want my one page.”

Stink took out his Big Head book
of presidents. He flipped to the best
president ever. President number four,
Heather S. James Madison.

“Let’s not give away all our ideas,”
sald Mrs. D. “I want everybody to write
one page about what Presidents’ Day
means to you.”

“It means we don't have school on
Monday,” said Webster.

“It means you can buy stuff on sale,
because presidents are on money,” said

“Can we draw something, too?"
asked Lucy.

“Can we write a poem?” asked
Sophie of the Elves.

“Can we dress up?” asked Stink.

Fluent Text Characteristics

Multiple topics that represent larger topics or
themes

Variety of ways the author shows character
attributes

Complex plots with numerous events and time
passing

Multiple characters

Words with prefixes and suffixes

More complex vocabulary explained in context
early on and eventually not supported by text

Prior knowledge necessary to comprehend

Descriptive and figurative language

Diverse characters and locations

of his pocket and put them on.
d finally. “Just freckles

Jos” round nose twitched, and he
hocolate?” he said. “Have they
late milk upstairs already?

milk” she eried. “Look! Now he

s them on his face!

“Oh, no!” said Henry

“Oh, yes!” said Mrs. Kimmelfarber,

“Oh, wy” said Mr. Pangalos. “And  they
weren't there before?”

“No. Two minutes ago that boy's face was as
clear as day, And now

Henry felt as if his heart were abont to drop
into his shoes. He swallowed hard and stared at
the two teachers, who were staring at his face.

“Little brown spots all over,” said Mrs. Kimmel-
farber. “And 1 see more of them coming out even
as we speak.”

A tear, just one, welled up in Henry's right
eve and began to trickle down his cheek. running
slowly in and out of the little brown spats.
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Chapter 4

Pop!

Durer srecens Genws, Nurse Molly Farth
often say, and germs have

ays spotless becan
ldn't have
as Mrs. Kimny
through the door tha
of them go back and wipe their feet on the mat
“And don't any of your cocoa in here,”
Nurse Farthing added. She sniffed the air loudly
“Cocoa? said Mrs. Kimmelfarber,

she made both
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More Complex Fluent Text Examples:

Fiction:

ape and flipped to a clean page in her diary
1 haven't written ina she began, “but now
with this Blue Hill thing and all, | feel like 1 should.

asses, she's going 1o go

“Exery night | p

She hieard a
The train was a le in the twilight, creeping
slowly across wal ldn't sce. She watched it for
a moment, then s

Maizon. Lights

Non-Fiction:

hat's it like w be in space?™ “Is it scary:™

ald ¥ “Dio vou have trouble sleep-

Ihese are questions that everyone

aasks astronuts wh have been in space.

The experience is hard to describe.

The words and pictures in this book will help you imag-

ine what s like w blast off in a rocker and floa

effortlessly in midair while drding hundreds of miles
above the Earth,

pace flight was in June 1983, with four other

ob Crippen, Rick Hauck, John Fabian, and

ard. We went up in the space shutile, the

which carvies all of welay’s astro.

nauts into space. We blasted off from a launch pad in

Florkda; then we circled the Earth for seven days, As we

world’s first spacepl

went around and around the anched 1w
satellites, studied the Farth, amd about weight-
lessness. Alter a week in orbit we returned to Earth, Our
adventure ended as the space shunle glided back
through the atmosphere w a smooth landing in Califor-
nizt

Crip, Rick, John, Norm, and | have cach had a chance
n. We have found dme on every trip w
rebc, enjoy weightlessness, and admire the view ol the
Earth and the stars. And, like all astronauts, we have
foamel time 1o take pictures. The picures help us o cap-
wure the exctement of our rip inte space and share the
adventure with our friends when we get back

Most af’ the photographs in this book were taken by

0 isit s

across from her. A hol summer breeze blew out of the
darkness

Margaret sat down again and continued writing.

“I don't knew why Maizon has to go to some dumb
hoarding school anyway. The schools in Brocklyn arc fine
And when [ say Blue Hill out loud, it makes me think of
someplace sad and cold all the time. Maizon said il prob-
ably isn't so cold in Conneeticut. She docsn’t know about
the sad part though. She said withont a best friend, it l}
probably get a litle lonely. Ms. Dell said we shouldn't
go counting our chickens because we're not even sure if
Maizon’s going to get accepted or not. Every day, we wait
for a letter. 1 feel like I'm on one of those balance beams
we have in gym class—balancing between today and
tom

M et closed the book and climbed back inside just
as her father came into the Tiving room. She looked at the
sunall blue suitcase he was carrying and frowned

Just some tests,” he said softly, sitting down beside her
on the window ledge. Another train rumbled and some-
whese in the distance a baby was crying

How long will the hospital keep you this time?”

e shuttle flights. They
at from a spoon floating

for a walk in space, and

never thought




